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LLANFYLLIN, 

April  9th,  1 924. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Llanfyllin 

Borough  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  Municipal  Borough  of  Llanfyllin  for  the  year  1923. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  8,143  acres.  Its  population,  according 
to  the  census  of  1921  is  1,639.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921) 
422.  Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers — 422. 

Its  rateable  value  is  ^10,337.  Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
is  £ 26. 

I am  instructed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  calculate  the  death 
and  birth-rates  on  a population  of  1,569*  For  1922  this  population 
was  1,587. 

During  the  year  there  were  19  deaths  in  the  Poor  Law 
Institution — six  of  whom  were  residents  in  the  Borough — one 
being  an  illegitimate  infant  3 months  old. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Borough  was  30 — 18  males 
and  12  females  : giving  a death-rate  of  19.1  per  1,000  as  compared 
with  19.5  for  1922  and  23  for  1921. 

One  death  was  due  to  Measles;  one  to  Whooping  Cough  ; one 
to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis;  five  to  Cancer;  one  to  Appendicitis; 
one  to  Nephritis,  and  one  due  to  Violence. 

Thirteen  of  these  30  deaths  were  in  persons  over  65  years  of 
age — 7 being  over  75. 

The  death  from  Tuberculosis  had  been  notified,  and  the  efficiency 
of  Notification  of  this  disease  in  this  District  is  excellent.  After 
a death  from  this  cause  or  removal  to  an  Institution  the  house  is 
disinfected  by  your  Inspector,  and  this  also  is  done  in  cases  of 
severe  infectious  disease. 

Amongst  children  Tuberculosis  is  frequently  caused  by  the  milk 
of  tuberculous  cows  and  I would  urge  you  to  keep  a strict  super- 
vision over  the  Milk  Supply  and  to  enforce  the  Regulations  adopted 
for  carrying  out  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order.  If 
there  is  any  suspicion  of  a Cow  being  tuberculous  a Veterinary 
Surgeon  should  be  called  in. 


The  County  Tuberculosis  Physician  visits  the  town  on  the  last 
Thursday  in  each  month  ; he  examines  cases  and  contacts  and 
gives  advice,  and  his  visits  are  productive  of  much  good. 

There  are  no  Tuberculosis  Hospitals  in  the  district  but  cases  are 
sent  to  Machynlleth  and  Mochdre — both  within  the  County. 

There  were  25  births  registered  during  the  year — one  being 
illegitimate — 13  boys  and  12  girls.  The  birth-rate  for  the  year 
will  be  15.9  per  1,000  as  compared  with  17.6  for  1922  and  15.6  for 
1921. 

There  were  4 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age — one  being 
illegitimate.  Two  died  from  Pneumonia,  one  from  Cerebral  Men- 
ingitis, and  one  of  premature  birth  from  Whooping-cough.  The 
Infantile  death-rate  will  therefore  be  160  per  1,000  births;  for 
1922  it  was  142  ; for  1921  120,  and  for  1920  and  1919  nil. 

Cards  of  instructions  as  to  the  feeding  of  infants  are  supplied  to 
the  Registrar  of  Births  for  distribution  to  the  mothers  when  the 
child  is  registered,  and  they  should  also  be  supplied  to  the  District 
Nurse  who  has  all  the  births  notified  to  her  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  she  is  instructed  to  visit  each  infant  in  their 
homes  and  to  give  advice  to  the  mothers. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  which  we  have  in  the  town  continues 
to  do  excellent  work.  Their  meetings  are  held  monthly  on  the  first 
Thursday.  For  the  last  year  there  was  a total  of  108  attendances 
of  babies  as  compared  with  88  in  1922  and  79  in  1921.  A record 
is  kept  of  each  child;  its  history  and  its  weight,  and  advice  is  given 
to  the  mothers.  The  babies  are  compared  with  each  other  and  a 
healthy  spirit  of  rivalry  arises  as  to  who  has  the  healthiest  child. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1923  was  11.6  per 
1,000;  the  birth-rate  19.7,  and  the  Infantile  death-rate  69  per  1,000 
births. 

Statistics  are  of  little  value  in  a small  population  like  ours;  one 
or  two  deaths  from  premature  birth  or  some  other  non-preventable 
cause  will  raise  the  death-rate  enormously. 


Nursing  Arrangements,  &c. 

We  have  one  District  Nurse  in  the  Borough  who  is  also  the 
only  qualified  Maternity  Nurse.  She  is  not  allowed  to  attend 
infectious  diseases.  She  visits  the  Schools  periodically  and  deals 
with  uncleanliness,  verminous  conditions  and  minor  ailments  under 
the  advice  and  supervision  of  the  County  School  Medical  Officer 
and  the  County  Health  Visitor. 

Major  Dugdale  very  kindly  sends  daily  two  gallons  of  milk  at 
cost  price  to  the  children  of  the  C-  E.  School.  This  milk  is  retailed 
out  by  the  Master  every  morning  from  10-30  to  n a.m.  at  one 
penny  per  half  pint  and  is  greatly  appreciated. 


Hospitals. 

The  County  Council  have  come  to  an  arrangement  with  the 
Monkmore  Isolation  Hospital,  Shrewsbury  and  the  Oswestry  Rural 
Isolation  Hospital  for  the  accommodation  for  urgent  cases  of  in- 
fectious disease  which  cannot  satisfactorily  be  treated  and  isolated 
at  home.  The  cost  of  accommodation  and  treatment  being  borne 
by  the  County  Council.  Removal  to  hospital  is  effected  by 
the  Hospital  Authorities,  who  provide  their  own  Ambulance  and 
attendant.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  County,  but  there 
is  a Smallpox  Isolation  Hospital  near  Newtown  containing  12  beds 
for  use,  if  necessary. 


Notifications. 

There  were  20  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 


year — tabulated  as  follows  : — 

Total  Cases 

Admitted  to 

Total 

notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

2 

Nil. 

Diphtheria 

1 

• • • 

Nil. 

Erysipelas 

2 

• • • 

Nil. 

Pneumonia 

7 

• • • 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 

• • • 

Nil. 

Tuberculosis  — 

Pulmonary 

2 Males  ... 

• « • 

Nil. 

Non- Pulmonary 

Nil. 

• • • 

Nil. 
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1 ...  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — The  one  case  notified  was  treated 
at  home.  Recovered.  Vision  unimpaired. 


Disinfection. 

Disinfection  after  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  is  carried  out 
by  your  Inspector. 

There  is  no  Steam  Disinfector  available  at  present  in  the  County. 


Laboratory  Work. 

Bacteriological  examinations  for  the  Diagnosis  of  Pathological 
conditions  are  conducted  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Victoria 
University,  Manchester  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

Examinations  of  Sputum  or  Phlegm  for  the  Diagnosis  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  are  provided  by  the  Welsh  Memorial 
Association  at  Cardiff. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  and  other  sera  are  also  supplied  by  you 
free  of  charge  through  me  to  the  practitioners  in  the  district. 

There  is  no  list  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  local  Reg- 
ulations relating  to  the  Public  Health  in  force  in  this  Borough. 


Epidemics. 

Diphtheria. — One  case  occurred  during  the  year  in  an  isolated 
house  a mile  out  of  the  town. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Seven  cases  occurred  in  six  houses  during  the 
year.  They  were  of  a mild  type  and  all  recovered. 

Measles. — There  were  many  cases  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
with  one  death,  and  the  two  Elementary  Schools  were  in  conse- 
quence closed  more  or  less  continuously  from  January  29th  to 
March  2nd. 

Whooping  Cough  was  also  rife  in  the  first  four  months  and 
caused  one  death. 

Inspections. 

Several  nuisances  caused  by  choked-up  drains,  privies  in  a 
filthy  condition,  manure  heaps  and  pigs  kept  too  close  to  dwelling- 
houses  were  reported  to  you  by  your  Inspector  and  have  been 
remedied  in  most  cases  after  verbal  notice. 

The  Smithfield  is  well  supplied  with  water  and  is  well  drained. 

The  3 Slaughter-houses  and  the  3 Bakehouses  in  the  Borough 
are  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition  and  are  inspected  at 
regular  intervals.  If  instead  of  these  3 private  Slaughter-houses 
there  was  one  public  Abattoir  it  would  be  much  easier  to  exercise 
a stricter  supervision  and  it  would  be  a great  sanitary  improve- 
ment. We  have  no  Inspector  with  a special  qualification  in  meat 
inspection  but  you  have  sanctioned  an  arrangement  where  should 
there  be  a carcase  in  a suspicious  condition,  a Veterinary  Surgeon 
would  be  called  in. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order. 

There  are  4 of  these  registered  in  the  Borough.  They  are  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  The  interiors  are  lime  washed  every  six 
months. 

No  applications  for  licenses  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Amendment)  Act,  1922  have  been  received. 


Factories  and  Workshops  Act. 

There  are  6 Factories  and  35  Workshops  in  the  Borough. 
They  have  been  inspected  and  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


Scavenging  and  Removal  of  Night  Soil. 

There  are  136  pail  closets,  each  closet  having  two  pails:  the 
night  soil  from  which  is  removed  weekly  by  a Contractor  with  the 
aid  of  your  workmen.  It  is  conveyed  in  covered  pails  carried  on  a 
lorry  and  there  is  no  emptying  of  refuse  in  the  street.  The  work 
is  done  at  night  between  11  p.m.  and  6 a.m. 

There  are  about  19  water  closets  all  having  intercepting  tanks. 

There  are  4 Public  Ashpits  which  are  emptied  when  required. 

There  are  about  31  private  Ashpits.  The  owners  are  responsible 
for  the  emptying  of  these,  and  for  keeping  them  in  a sanitary 
condition. 


Inspections  by  Sanitary  Inspector  during 

the  year  1923. 


Slaughter 

Houses. 

Bake- 

houses. 

Dairies. 

Cowsheds. 

Factories. 

Workshops. 

Jan.  5 
Feb.  21 
Apr.  24 
June  4 
Sept.  12 
Dec.  21 

Feb.  12 
Apr.  18 
June  4 
Aug.  6 
Oct.  16 
Dec.  21 

J an.  5 
Mar.  16 
May  14 
Aug.  6 
Nov.  14 
Dec.  4 

Feb.  12 
Mar.  16 
May  14 
Jidy  31 
Sept.  12 
Dec.  4 

Feb.  6 
Apr.  18 
June  4 

July  31 

Oct.  16 
Nov.  23 

Feb.  6 
Apr.  18 
June  4 
Aug.  27 
Nov.  14 
Dec.  1 1 

Several  instances  of  want  of  cleanliness  were  observed  and  were 
remedied  on  receipt  of  verbal  notice. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  i 

(b)  By  a private  person 

I.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses  Inspection  : 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regu- 
lations 1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  No  of  dwelling-houses  exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habit- 
ation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

II.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notice : 

No  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

XII.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : 

a.  Proceedings  under  Sections  28  of  the  Housing  Town- 

Planning,  &c.  Act,  1919  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

b.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  Nil. 

c.  Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  18  of  the  Housing 

Town-planning,  &c.  Act,  1909  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

We  have  had  no  shortage  of  drinking  water  during  the  year. 
There  are  8 taps  with  pipes  conveying  pure  drinking  water  to 
convenient  centres  in  the  town,  and  in  addition  there  is  the  Bath 
Pump  and  Coedllan  Well. 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  manner  in 
which  your  Inspector  has  carried  out  his  duties. 

I am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  FELIX  JONES,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


